
 



 

EC12 1969 in London 
Source: SBF Kendo section annual report 1969-19703 

The competitions were held 13th of September. Sweden was represented by: 

Robert von Sandor – chairman of the European Kendo Federation 

Competition responsible Akio Watanabe – national coach, team coach and judge 

Johan Appelberg – competitor 

Anders Markie – competitor 

The event was coinciding with the visit from the official delegation from All Japan Kendo Federation 

(Zen Nippon Kendo Federation) in Europe. 

The tournament assembled participants from: France, England, Switzerland, Belgium. The 

competitors were divided in two classes: dan and kyu. 

The Swedish competitors participated in the kyu-class which included around 40 participants. Markie 

encountered in his second match the only two-sword fencer (a short sword in the left hand and a 

long sword in the right). The English fencer was the victor of the fight, and thus caused Markie to exit 

the tournament. Appelberg defeat one after one other and ended up meeting the Englishman with 

two swords. After perhaps the tensest match of the competition the Englishman was defeated with 

two points against one. Subsequently Appelberg encountered the champion of the kyu-class 

Garbousky from Switzerland and lost. As this was the semifinal, and there was no fight for third 

place, Appelberg shared third place. This is the first international success for Swedish kendo. 

Even in the organizational arena did Sweden make an important and noticed contribution by the 

unanimous election of Robert von Sandor as chairman of the European Kendo Renmei4 at its 

constitutive meeting5, which was held in connection with the tournament. After ten hours of 

continuous negotiations von Sandor was able bang the gavel on the final statutes. 

  

 

 

 
1 European Championships, EM = Europa Mästerskap 
2 Although this was in fact the 2nd JAL Yudansha Tournament it was probably called European Championships in 
Sweden to increase its status.  
3 Translated by Hans Lundberg. 
4 According to Budden – The Oshu Kendo Renmei this was the name of the federation at that time. 
5 Meeting was held the 14th of September according to Budden – The Oshu Kendo Renmei. 


