EM 1969 i London
Tdvlingarna avholls den 13 september. Sve-
rige representerade med:

Robert von Sandor: Ordférande i Euro-
peiska Kendoférbundet,

Tédvlingsledare Akio Watanabe: Rikstrina-
re, lagledare samt domare

Johan Appelberg: tivlande

Anders Markie: tivlande.

Arrangemanget sammanféll med den of-
ficiella japanska delegationens bessk frin
All-japanska Kendoférbundet (Zen Nippon
Kendo Renmei) i Europa.

Tdvlingarna samlade deltagare frin:
Frankrike, England, Schweiz, Belgien. Tiv-

lingarna gick i tvd klasser; danklass och
kyuklass.

Svenskarna startade i kyuklassen, som om-
fattade ett fyrtiotal deltagare. Markie motte
1 sin andra match tivlingens enda tva-
svirdsfaktare (ett kort svird i den vinstra
handen och ett ldngt i den hogra). Segern
gick till engelsmannen, och Markie var dir-
med utslagen ur turneringen. Appelberg be-
segrade den ene efter den andre och métte
sa smdningom engelsmannen med de tvi
svirden. Efter tivlingarnas kanske mest
spinnande match besegrades engelsmannen
med tvd poing mot ett. Direfter motte Ap-
pelberg den blivande mistaren i klassen
schweizaren Garbousky, och forlorade. D3
detta var den ena semifinalen och man inte
tivlar om tredje pris, stod Appelberg pi
delad tredje plats. Detta ir svensk Kendos
forsta internationella framging.

Aven pd det organisatoriska planet gjor
de Sverige en bdde viktig och uppmirk
sammad 1nsats genom att Robert von San
dor enhilligt valdes till ordférande vid det
Europeiska Kendoférbundets konstitutions
mote, som holls i samband med tivlingarna.
Efter tio timmars oavbrutna férhandlingar
kunde von Sandor klubba de slutliga stad-
garna.



EC* 1969 in London

Source: SBF Kendo section annual report 1969-19703

The competitions were held 13" of September. Sweden was represented by:
Robert von Sandor — chairman of the European Kendo Federation

Competition responsible Akio Watanabe — national coach, team coach and judge
Johan Appelberg — competitor

Anders Markie — competitor

The event was coinciding with the visit from the official delegation from All Japan Kendo Federation
(zen Nippon Kendo Federation) in Europe.

The tournament assembled participants from: France, England, Switzerland, Belgium. The
competitors were divided in two classes: dan and kyu.

The Swedish competitors participated in the kyu-class which included around 40 participants. Markie
encountered in his second match the only two-sword fencer (a short sword in the left hand and a
long sword in the right). The English fencer was the victor of the fight, and thus caused Markie to exit
the tournament. Appelberg defeat one after one other and ended up meeting the Englishman with
two swords. After perhaps the tensest match of the competition the Englishman was defeated with
two points against one. Subsequently Appelberg encountered the champion of the kyu-class
Garbousky from Switzerland and lost. As this was the semifinal, and there was no fight for third
place, Appelberg shared third place. This is the first international success for Swedish kendo.

Even in the organizational arena did Sweden make an important and noticed contribution by the
unanimous election of Robert von Sandor as chairman of the European Kendo Renmei* at its
constitutive meeting®, which was held in connection with the tournament. After ten hours of
continuous negotiations von Sandor was able bang the gavel on the final statutes.

! European Championships, EM = Europa Masterskap

2 Although this was in fact the 2" JAL Yudansha Tournament it was probably called European Championships in
Sweden to increase its status.

3 Translated by Hans Lundberg.

4 According to Budden — The Oshu Kendo Renmei this was the name of the federation at that time.

5 Meeting was held the 14th of September according to Budden — The Oshu Kendo Renmei.



