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Turbulence in English kendo 
From Budo-Sport 1973 issue 3 - Translated by Hans Lundberg 

Sweden has always had a very good relationship to English kendo. Roald M Knutsen, 4 Dan renshi, is 

the man behind nearly 20 years development of English kendo and he has been a significant 

contributor also in our country. As one of the initiators of the European Kendo Federation and the 

International Kendo Federation he has worked hard for the development of European kendo. 

Now in protest he, a long-standing general secretary the British Kendo Association (BKA), has decided 

to resign and together with 7 clubs form the British Kendo Renmei, with him as chairman. 

The reason for this split in a nutshell is: 

Too many non-active kendoka, driven by economic motives, have during later years been trying to 

obtain influence and power within English kendo. Unfortunately, it seems that certain Japanese 

interests have the same aim and that these two groups “behind the curtain” are trying to take over 

control over English kendo. 

England is a successful kendo nation, host to the 3rd world kendo championships 1976, the European 

kendo is in strong expansion and the European Kendo Federation now has 10 members. Which 

means 10 votes within the International Kendo Federation. It is therefore in the nature of the matter 

that the Japanese wants to have political control over European kendo through the English 

federation where they have their best personal relations on higher federation levels. 

The new BKR and Roald M Knutsen as its head is protesting this. The game is thus on another level 

than what the slanderers of Knutsen are hinting at in a smear campaign across half of Europe and 

Japan. It is more than one person’s prestige. 

Therefore, the presidium of EKF has decided to, while waiting for the situation in England to be 

clarified, to delay the planned EKC competitions, planned to be held in November, to the spring of 

1974. 
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1 Sometimes Robert von Sandor’s articles were signed with his full name and sometimes only the initials. 


