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0 ¥ay 5th, the first. u?er luropean ‘endo Tournament was held;
the venue wap laris,

‘.\

On our arrival on the evhning of Yay 3rd.we vere ret by 'arc
Bigouresu of "Ia Reyue des Arts Martiaux" and several other volun-
stoor helpers and esoorted to our hotels ip the Boulonge district.
The organisere,under the capable direction of Claude Hamot, gecret-
~ary of the France Xendo Renmei, had done all that wes posaible to
make the meeting the outatanding succeds it turped out- to be, The
accamodgtion was excellent and everything went. off w{thout a hiteh
and in the friendly epirlt throughout, . ”%_,

After lunch pon the following day lh were all takép along to
the Gympase du Stadc Frangaic whexe we had a streguoun;thxee hour

practice,everyone joining in regsrdless of nationglity. Thie was
followed by a meeting of the representatives of t arious count-
~ries taking part and here it was decided,by a majority vote, that .
the main feature of the tournament should be an ingiwidual compet--
«ition instead of the friendly teawm event which haﬁ'bten the origin-

<al objection of the convention;.alsc that the winner »f this comy~

«6tion should be ucknawladged as the Zuropean Fendo ¢hsmp1on.

This was unfortunate for the: British countingent ’5 not only
had we not brought over our strongost team but Roald ‘utnen(dth
Dan),who had come over only in his capacity of Secret
of the Furcpean Kende Association mnd not with the {
fighting ,was very much under the toather and off formy

Charles Lidstone,Chairman of Bhe ﬁritiah Fendo N
was alected President of the Tourrmment,and Touls Lasselin (Free-
-ident of the France Kendo Renmei) the Vice-rreaident. The Japanese
Yudansha froam Prance,bwitzerland, Belgiwn and Great Brigafn very
xindly offaered to tarm the Jndgtng Panels, under the Prasidency of
¥rYorioka of Holland, and this suggaet%en-wu- gladly. noaep:qﬁ.

~ On Yay S5th.we sll gathered at therGymnaae in the Boulevard

Blanqui for the tousrnament, As soon as the competitors had taken -
up their posittome 4im the dojo and the public their seats ¥r.lasa~-. .
=alin,on behalf of the host eountry.oponed the proceodings by wel-
-cnmtng all the kendoke from Austria, Relgium,Creat Britmin,follend,
Switzerland and France. Roald Knutaun then read an uédresb on be=.
~half of the President of the Turopean Kende deseciatfon,Count
Robert von Sandor of Sweden who,unfortunstely,could net- be with us
in person., He thanked the- Franoe Kendg Renmei and the &irectors of
the magarine "Ia Revue dee Arts Wartisux" for meking the Tatkal .
poseible, A special congratulatory message from the All Japan Fendo
Appociation wams alap read and wapg warmly recsived by all present,

The individual contest,for which therc¢ were twenty-ihree
entrants followed and was run on the knock~out system,without repe~
~ochAge, Tn the first round we had thres byes,Chadwick,Pipet and ¥
Hodge a&nd Xrutsen,Tucker and Kvalon all got through aithaut mach
airffculty., In ronnd 2,Kmuteen and Chadwiek came ough with 2«0
victories,but Hodga 1088 to Durand of France{the eventual winner),
Piper lost to Sterckx of iﬂ!ﬁiﬁi and Tugker lost to cnartratn of
France. .

The componition of the third round wag: 2 from Great Pr;tain
1 from Belgium,lfrom Austris and 4 from France, Durand baat Chads
~wick; Sterckx mpbeat Callioun .of France;

Fmuteen beat Steiger of Austria,all by two points te ntl, Hmmoﬁjef
France beat his compatriot Chartrain J=0,
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his opiponent's atiack,put his fool outside the fighting area and
thus allowed Fnutsen to take the bout without & hit being scored,

Ry this time Xnutsen was showing signs of having lost hie
usual agressive sypirit, Had he beun on form he wWould certainly have
been able to defeat Durand in spite of the fact that Durand was
fencing well, “nen time was calied in the final encounter neither .
had been able to claim a2 hit; bor was a point given durlimg the first
extennsion of time, A second extengion was called and this seemad too
much for Knutsen who by now appeared to be incapabvle of attacking,
Tursnd,forcing the pace,got in with & well-executed Sho-men Uchi
(vertically downward cui at head) and this gave him the match and
the Championship of Europe, . -

- Tn order ¥o gilve everyone further experience of international
conteast femcing 1t had been arranged that the individual competition
should be followed by a friendly match between two ‘teams ploked as
equally as poseible in respect of skill,regardless «f nationality,
This went through in good spirit and resulted in a B-4 win for the
white tean with one fight drawn, o . :

_ Between thes¢ two events two of the Pritish e kendoka,Roald
Koutsen and ¥ike Tucker,gave a2 dleplay of the Nipron Kendo no Kata,
Fow,if any,of the general public who were wotching had evesr seepn
Yata before and it was very much aprreciated by them,&s it was by

the onlooking kendoka, !

Tresentations were made to the winner and runners up of the
individual competition by ¥ra.Patricia EKnuteen; alsc a special
award to Claude Hamot for teohnique and one to Chadwick for Xendo
Spirit., Ivery participant received a medal &8 A momenty of this
historic occasion,the first MR luropean Kendo Tournament.

Throughout,the friendly spirit amopgst all,voeth in the dojo am
outeide,could not have been mare harmonious,snd the thﬁigality of
our French hosts was magnificent, Tt was fortunate fox us,the
vieltors,that the student riots had only just started and we were
in no way affected by them, It was not until we got home that we
realized what had been going on Just round the corner from where we
had been |




