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Gentlemen,

It is always difficult to revisw & vears' Xendo waen the
srowth rate is as rapid as it is Zun 4hi. country. Yhe past
twelve months have been no excension to tne rule and while the zcotual
nuaber of new grouns forzing under cur snnere of influence has rem-
ained sumall - though normal Zor Xendo - our vosition in the Vorlid
Zendo movenment has measurably improved.
it to Paris on the invivsiicn

d the wisits of Izava >ensel
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of the France Kendo Henmeil; and we enjoye
Otake Sensei, and Fukui Sensei, In izy the Sir Frank Bowden Tezn
Katch was inaugurated at Portsmouth and tkhis ennual event will Take,
I an sure, an imyortant place in the Burcpean Kendo calendar in
future years. Then in the lzte part of the year we have izitiated
a senior Tournanent which will be czalied the 'Japan Alr Linszsz
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Yudansha Taikai'; the first “aike’ being held at Coalvil
to encourage Xendo growth in the idlarnds.

Following the discussions atiended by our Secretary irn Jojze in
October 1967 there has been z marked improvement in the relztions
between tiails Renmel and Japan which is entirely in zccordance with
the policy and aima of the new Kokusal endo Renmei, or WJorld Xexdio
Peteration. This deepened interest Ia the non-Japanese Xendo grouss
has led to the Zen Wipnon ¥endo Renmei taking the unprecedented sten
of sending a special delegation to Zurone in Zeptember of this curre:
year and this Renmed has the honour oI zcting as the chief host.

In the contexy of World Xendo I would like %o ... mark he sad
death of HNr. Nori Torao, President of +the American XKendo Reznusi,
who had worked very hard towards the establishment of ¥Xendo ouiside

Japan. lr. ilori was a Kendo leader of very great stature and xi
passing must inevitably mean narder and more sincere work for us.

The Xendo of this Kendo Renmei has always heen marked by a stron
feeling of friendship and common purpose, ruffled on only a very few
occasions in a ainor key, and this, gentlemen, is remarkable when
compared with the bleak record of all the other martial arts in this
country, especially in recent years. We remain resolutely non-comm-
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ercial and our policies are notionally and individually to encour-

age the friendly but sericus aracii of Kendo everywhere. e 4o not
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want small factions to develop and s»lit Xendo for reasons of selfw
interest; this is NOT Kendo. If we present a united and clearly
sericus Ifroat to the rest of the Kendo World, as we nmust do as leaders

of the Zuropean Kendo Renmei, then we s&....1 recieve suwnort and
material help from Japan. IT we revert vo the netty sgquabdbles of the
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rest of 2Budo we shall lose everything. Uhis Zerxmel must #mawd rewain
a bvulwark of correct Budo as an exauple to everyone. II we do tuhis
the future Xendo careers of every rexmber can on.y ianrove.

1969 is going to be our greatest year, I am sure, IJor Zany
years we ave worked very hard to esiablish Xendo here; in this
year we pass 10 the second phase and our XKendo will be regarded a5
serious, even if unpolished, by the rest of the Kendo world. ZPlease

T this. #We must
o
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do not for one momeat underrate the imwortance
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all resolve to work very hard to maintain this positior aad to »rove

worthy of Kendo tradition.

Thank you.

R. 4. Lidstone,
Chairman,
Eikoku Kendo Renmedi.




