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A NEW DAWN
ON WOMEN'S
KENDO

By Paul Budden
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Following on from my last article, ‘A Brave New World — The Dawn of
Women'’s Kendo!

The Second World War had decimated kendo in the ‘Americas’ and
stopped any kind of progression elsewhere, including in Japan. Following
the American occupation of Japan after WWII, on November 6, 1945, the
General Headquarters of the Allied Powers (GHQ) prohibited kendo
(the Budo Ban).” On 25 August 1946, the Ministry of Education issued a
circular entitled “On the Implementation of Social Sports’, which, while
encouraging the spread of social sports, clearly stated that budo should
be banned and that kendo should be reinstated as a pure sport.2

In the UK, the Budokwai and Anglo-Japanese Judo Club® closed
their doors due to the war effort. Many Japanese residents were interred
following the attack on Pearl Harbour in 1941, on the Isle of Man, before
being repatriated to Japan. Often according to Itoh Keiko in her book‘The
Japanese Community in Pre- War Britain;, in exchange for British Citizens,
including embassy staff and non —official British nationals who had been
detained in Japan. Negotiations for an Anglo-Japanese exchange began
as early as 19424

Kendo would restart in the UK with Abe Kenshird's arrival in 1955
and personal kendo instruction given to Otani Tomio, the first son of
judo master Otani Masutaro. In 1957 Roald Knutsen discovered 3 sets
of kendo armour at the London Judo Society (LJS; an offshoot of the
Budokwai) in Vauxhall in October 1957and began to study kendo in
earnest, *as previously stated, ably assisted by his wife, Patricia. Together
with others, they would form the British Kendo Association and the Oshu
Kendo Renmei (EKF).

Back in the USA, kendo restarted mainly through Mori Torao’s efforts,
who had returned to America in 1951 and was instrumental in recruiting
former kendo practitioners.

According to Richard J Schmidt’s ‘The Historical Development of
Kendo in the United States®

“In 1951, Mori Torao Sensei came back to the United States. He
immediately entered the University of Southern California, where he took
up European fencing and established the Southern California Yudansha
Club. Eventually, in a few years, he became the California State Champion.
Later he joined the Los Angeles Athletic Club as a master instructor and
was also coach to the Japan Olympic Fencing Team. During this time, he
began to urge former California kendoists to practice kendo. The first
organized kendo practice in the United States after World War Il started
in the fall ‘of 1952 at the Buddhist church at Pine and Octavia Streets in
San Francisco, but the first group did not continue to practice long. There
is no record of its members. Gordon Warner and Benjamin H. Hazard
began the instruction of kendo at the University of California, Berkeley

“One Woman's Way of Defense’, from the Los Angeles Herald-Examiner, January
12, 1969 (Shikai Masashi personal collection)
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Catherine Bodenstein (far right) in Black Belt
magazine July 1968
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in the spring of 1953. Kendo was taught there as a regular class in the
Physical Education Department for some three years by one or the other
of these instructors. Mori Sensei had plans to extend kendo throughout
the United States. This ended with his untimely death in 1969. The New
York and Chicago Kendo Dojo were just being organized. In the following
year, 1970, kendoists from sixteen countries gathered in Tokyo to form
the International Kendo Federation with the First I. K. F. Tournament was
held”

“The strength of Mori’s swordsmanship was not only the
technique and the power, but also the beauty of the zanshin.”

Torao ‘Tiger’ Mori was a highly successful kendo champion famous in
his native Japan before moving to the United States in 1938. His kendo
history is unparalleled and legendary, moving within the circles of elite

teachers such as Nakayama Hakudo, Takano Sasaburo and Mochida Seiji.

His uncle was Noma Seiji owner of the Kodansha Publishing House and
Noma dojo, his cousin was Noma Hisashi. On his arrival in the USA He
took up western fencing under the tutelage of the Los Angeles Athletic
Club’s Henry Uyttenhove and quickly rose through the ranks becoming

one of the top West Coast Fencers after only 6 months such was his ability.

He went back to Japan before the onset of WWII returning to America in
1951. On his return he taught both kendo and fencing, eventually buying
out Joseph Vince’s Beverley Hills based fencing club and his equipment
company. Mori was instrumental in the development of the Japanese
fencing team in the run up to the 1964 Tokyo Olympics, coaching
the team in both ‘64 and the 1968 Mexico City games. In 1969 whilst
practising kendo he died of a massive heart attack at the age of 54’.

Women in the Martial Arts—Catherine Bodenstein

So I'd like to introduce you now to a woman who was an important
contributor to the development of kendo in the USA during the
1960s, Catherine Bodenstein, the first non-Japanese kendo and iaido
sensei. Catherine was one of the subjects in an interview with Black Belt
Magazine as a special report on self defence for women in July 1968, in
which she gave some interesting responses relating to ladies kendo.
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Catherine at 1967 World
Goodwill Match (Nikkei National
Museum)
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“Women in self-defense!”
Black Belt Magazine July 1968
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Q. Black Belt Magazine: Can women benefit from kendo?

A. Bodenstein: Oh certainly if it's offered to them. We don't rationalise
about it. We realise that we're never going to be as popular as karate or
judo or aikido and women in kendo will just have to work harder. We try
harder, you might say.

Q .Black Belt Magazine: Do women make the same commitment to the
martial arts as men do? Is it that serious?

A. Bodenstein: Well as | said, we women try harder once we are
committed; as far as strength is concerned in kendo we know that we are
limited. We don't have as strong a wrist as the men do and until you have
learned your waza (technique), you are at a disadvantage. After you have
learned it you can learn parry-hit and parry-hit-hit. A lot of girls come
away with bruises.

Q. Black Belt magazine: Let me ask this personal question? Do many
women enter the martial arts as a means to meet men?

A. Bodenstein: Oh my heavens no! Oh my, in kendo we don't think
of ourselves as women and we don't look at our opponents or the
instructors as a man in the man-chasing sense. Why in kendo we don't
even socialise with the men. It’s just not done in Japanese culture. This is
Japanese society and a woman would never... | mean ... well you know.
It's all so formal.

Catherine Bodenstein started kendo around 1958. While walking
with her husband in a park in Kyoto during one of their annual three-
monthly far eastern trips. They heard strange shouting and strolled
over to see where the sound was coming from, to discover a kendo
competition taking place.

“We were so fascinated that we forgot to eat lunch!” After the
competition had ended, she said, “I want to learn that” On returning
to America through the Japanese Consulate in LA, she was introduced
to Mori Torao sensei, who was running ‘The Mori Fencing Academy’ in
Beverley Hills.2 She became one of the few people to take private lessons
from him.

Shikai Yuriko wrote in the West Coast Fencing Archive® that Mori
sensei held private group lessons once a week on the weekends for
advanced kendoists at the Joseph Vince Studio. Which was located on
Santa Monica Blvd, in the heart of Beverly Hills's and that Catherine
Bodenstein regularly attended along with Yuriko's husband, Masashi.

According to personal recollections from Yuriko, having passed both
6" dan iaido, 5" dan kendo in Japan, Catherine was in charge of the
University of California Los Angeles (UCLA) Kendo Club in the 1970s. At
one time, Steve Nakauchi sensei was co-leading the class while he was a
student at UCLA.

In 1963, top sensei from Japan came to Los Angeles, headed by
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Picture of Mori Torao (Akido Center
of Los Angeles)
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Qasa Yuji, 10th dan Hanshi, with Ozawa Takashi, 8" dan Hanshi, Masuda
Shinsuke, 8" dan Kyoshi, Watanabe Toshio, 8" Dan Kyoshi at the time,
and Toshioka Nagito', 8" dan Kyoshi, a very close friend of Mori.

Bodenstein also invited the Waseda University kendo club and
its Shihan, Watanabe Toshio 8" dan now Hanshi, to UCLA. She made
arrangements for them to stay at the UCLA dormitories in the summer
and use the UCLA Recreation Center. Watanabe sensei was a founding
board member of the All Japan Kendo Federation. He was also a member
of Noma Dojo, Mori Torao sensei’s dojo.

She also participated as a USA Team member at the 1967 World
Goodwill Kendo Match held at the Nippon Budokan, a precursor to the
World Kendo Championships.

Because Bodenstein was close to Mori sensei, she was able to get
to know many top sensei(s), and she was a member of the Mitsubishi
Dojo in Tokyo. Catherine Bodenstein knew all of these important people,
including Nakakura sensei and she, in turn, was well known to them.

When Nakakura sensei and his wife came to Los Angeles to visit and
stayed at her house in the mid-1980s.

There is a further small mention in the SCKF Newsletter, Summer
1997 ™ a ‘Kenshi Profile’ on Uto Rika Sensei by Shikai Yuriko, where she
states that Uto sensei was thankful to Catherine Bodenstein Sensei for
teaching her discipline and proper kendo etiquette.

Catherine sadly passed away just 4 months short of 100 years - Born

November 29, 1914.

Obituary':

“Catherine Faride Bodenstein, 99, of Los Angeles, California, passed
away peacefully on July 29, 2014, from natural causes. She was preceded
in death by her husband, Arthur B. Bodenstein. Born in Iran, she lived in
Los Angeles for most of her adult life and was a strong supporter of the
Muslim faith and causes that provided equal rights for African-Americans.

She also tutored student-athletes at UCLA."

Women in the Martial Arts - Horie Etsuko, the first pioneer of
female kendo to the UK and Sweden

Moving back to the UK, I'd like to offer a further introduction to the
first female kendo yudansha to visit the UK from Japan. As we had briefly
touched on her, I'd like now to refer you to an extract from my book ‘The
Oshu Kendo Renmei."

A young woman by the name of Horie Etsuko (2"dan) came to the
UK for about one year in 1964. Being a graduate of Hosei University, she
was a junior of Fujii Okimitsu. Horie also met with Benjamin Hazard
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Top Japanese sensei visiting Los Angeles 1963 (Shikai
Masashi personal collection)
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Ozawa Takashi Hanshi and Roald
Knutsen sensei , UK, 1968 (Judo
magazines from author’s personal
collection)
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Gordon Warner second from left, Benjamin H. Hazard
in the centre, University of California, Berkeley circa
1953, (Source unknown, Public Domain)
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in Japan, who then introduced her to Roald Knutsen. Knutsen, in turn,
invited her to visit England. When it was decided that she would visit the
UK, particular attention was given to improving her technical ability. She
wondered what she could do to help as she felt her understanding of
kendo was quite limited. She was actively encouraged by the instructor
at Hosei University, Maruyama Giichi, and Takizawa Ko6z6 and Watanabe
Toshio of the AJKF.

Horie arrived in England on November 5, 1964, travelling alone
with shinai and a suitcase. The shinai caused some concern with British
customs, and she had to give a lengthy explanation of what it was used
for to be allowed to bring it into the country. ™ Horie began training at
the Shinto Ryu club in London and was quite embarrassed to be greeted
and treated as a teacher on her first visit. There were serious collectors of
swords, armour, and Japanese paraphernalia practising. Her visits always
attracted questions on all matters pertaining to kendo, requiring her to
research further to offer suitable explanations. She once commented that
they “didn’t know very much” and were wearing keiko-gi over hakama;
most of their knowledge was coming from a limited supply of books
available on kendo and Japanese history in public libraries, and also films.
One can easily imagine some of the kendo styles being displayed, with
notions of Seven Samurai and duels under the cherry blossoms at dawn.
Despite the somewhat surreal world, she found herself in, she gave them
every respect for their sincere efforts, and they studied hard.

Horie often referred to Knutsen as the “English Musashi” and to
Benjamin Hazard, who supported and helped Knutsen throughout these
formative years as the “American Musashi.” Coincidently Musashi was the
pen name that Knutsen used for the kendo-related articles and reports
in the Judo Magazine. Kendo in Europe, unlike judo, struggled to retain
members. Opportunities to train, grade, and compete were few and far
between, so when promotion examinations were held in London twice
a year, people from all over the country would attend. Horie noted that
there was a second group of kendo practitioners active in various places
around the UK. The young man in charge was a Japanese 2"dan who was
tireless in his efforts to promote the art and travelled great distances to
do so. | believe that this may have been Otani Tomio, as Horie mentions
that he would often be accompanied by other visiting budo sensei from
the IBC (International Budo Council, Abe Kenshird’s organisation).” The
main problem from her perspective was the lack of an experienced
Japanese teacher who could teach correct kendo. (This was before Fujii-
sensei arrived.) Also, kendo equipment was both expensive and difficult
to obtain. Horie urged the AJKF to help more to rectify these problems.

- T

Horie Etsuko at Malmo Kendo Klubb, 1973 (Photo supplied by Hans Ekerow)
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Far left, At Hosei University dojo, Tokyo. Maruyama Giichi (7th dan) Instructing
Horie Etsuko (2nd dan) watched by Sakamoto Mieko (3rd dan). Circa 1963*

B B BRI C A ULEE — (BB SRV T (D) ofeEm
FAITWBDIIIRARI T2 (ZB),, 19634 E*

Left, Horie Etsuko Standing. Back row second from the right Summer Training
in Japan, August 1963*
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*Photo and captions were extracts from the article’'KENDO forum’by Musashi
of the Shinto Ryu in the magazine Judo'vol VIl January 1964 No. 4

*EH, %ﬁﬂﬂstbivﬁy‘ygudm 196441 A B8 B4BEHEa I L
TKENDO forum | #5E 5RO FUE p32-34& hHk#:

-—

Etsuko standing right. Sitting from left: Shigaki Masahiro sensei, Ozawa Takashi
sensei, Oshima sensei (younger brother of Oshima Kotaro sensei), Ando Kozo sensei.
Standing left is Hans Ekerow. (Photo supplied by Hans Ekerow)
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Etsuko at an interview by Malmo Newspaper, 1977
(Bilder i Syd collection)

%;I/X HifiA > 22— 19774 (Bilder 1 Sydt:AT

Below, Etsuko (left) at kendo demonstration with
Douglas von Sandor (right), son of Robert von
Sandor (making speech). Sitting right is her future
husband Kjell Lindberg. Malmo Kendoklubb 1973
(Bilder i Syd collection)

ToaAN—} T3 U RL(AE—=FE2F2) DR
T BT IR T - F R () LRETE Y AR
—>avE3ANF (F) AL DERICKE
%22V IR, 1973 IVLARE 75712,
(Bilder i Syd#:Fiii)

Etsuko Horie Lindberg, Malmo Kendo Klubb 1977
(Photo supplied by Hans Ekerow)

U RRY SEIL BT v AR R 57, 19774
(BHEEM A=V R T —F1rY)

After going back to Japan, Etsuko then returned to Sweden and took
up residence in Malmg, the largest city in the Swedish county of Skane
and the third-largest city in Sweden, after Stockholm and Gothenburg. In
Malmg, she attended University and qualified as a teacher and worked
at an elementary school there. She was also instrumental in starting
kendo in Malmé and key in Sweden’s kendo development. Etsuko
married Japanese art specialist Kjell Lindberg after first meeting in 1965
and remained active in Swedish kendo until her death in 2005. The
Etsuko Cup is held annually in her memory. Personal recollections from
Kamiyasu Kinichi have revealed that she had been awarded kendo 3*dan
but that she felt it unnecessary to advance further, such was her honesty
and humility. This was firstly witnessed during her stay in England, 1967.

In Malmo, Kendo began in 1973 when the Malmo6 Kendo Klubb
(MKK) was formed.

Its first chairman was Robert Von Sandor, the same man who
contributed to the introduction of Kendo in Europe and Sweden as a
founder member of the Oshu Kendo Renmei.

From the start, MKK was affiliated with the Swedish Budo Association,
and the training was led in the first years by Etsuko Horie Lindhberg,
3"dan. '® Through her excellent contacts with Zen Nippon Kendo Renmei,
the club was visited from the beginning by many highly rated sensei
from Japan. This has continued and the Kendo section is visited every
year by at least one highly qualified trainer.

MKK developed slowly but surely during the years 1973-1977,
culminating in the Swedish Championship arrangement in Malmo
in 1977. This was the first time the competition was held outside of
Stockholm.

Hans Lundberg then President of the Swedish organisation
archived 13 Letters received from Etsuko during the period October
12, 1982, to June 22, 1988, as the point of contact with Kasahara sensei
IKF (FIK) Secretary-General at the time to request support for Swedish
kendo. In 1988 the correspondence with the AJKF stopped; Etsuko then
recommended trying to re-establish direct contact with Onuma sensei."”
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Reminiscences by Kamiyasu Kinichi, Takizawa Kenji and Masaya
sensei(s):

Kamiyasu Kinichi had first met Etsuko in 1973 and fondly remembers
her as a kind and friendly person but with a strong sense of duty this was
echoed by all who knew her.

“At the time, Tsuchiya, who was nidan and | used to commute to
Malmé every month for training with Etsuko, but we were as much
interested in her cooking as in the kendo as she fed and looked after us
very well”

Some other memories from Takizawa Kenji sensei, who knew Etsuko
when they were both young. Kenji's father, Takizawa Koz6, was a director
of the Zen Nippon Kendo Renmei (AJKF) with special responsibility
for kendo development throughout Europe and had taken a personal
interest in preparing Etsuko for her UK visit.

Takizawa Kenji sensei recalls that she was a member of the kendo
club at Hosei University, one or two years older than he was but that had
practised together occasionally. As he was a Meiji student you might
wonder how did the Meiji students know what was going on at Hosei?
This was because the directors of Meiji, Toshioka Nagito, and the director
of Hosei, Maruyama Giichi, were close friends, and the Meiji students
were allowed to participate in the Hosei training as “De-geiko”. Takizawa
Kenji sensei used to go to the dojo in Ichigaya with his heart filled with
excitement, wondering if he might meet Etsuko. ‘She was lovely and had
a presence... | still remember her to this day. Sentiments shared by his
brother Masaya who was a student at Hosei.

When he was working for a sake brewing company after graduating
from University, there were several people from Hosei University in the
company’s kendo club, so he remembers meeting Etsuko when he went
to practice. On one occasion, she did not appear for training and he was
told that she had to attend a meeting about something overseas. When
he came home, his mother informed him that Miss Horie had just left and
he thought this was most disappointing! “l remember my mother saying,
Miss Horie is a lovely woman and | thought to myself, | know that so very
well you don't need to tell me!” such are the thoughts the young!

He didn't ask her what she came for, but she must have been to
the Swedish Embassy next door to the National Police Agency building
where they lived.

Takizawa Masaya sensei, also recalled that Gordon Warner'®remarked
on Etsuko when he regularly practised at Hosei (being a friend of
Maruyama Ginichi he was allowed to attend the training), that she would
always translate for him and when he said that she was not only a good
kendo player but also a very good translator, she had a ‘gauche moment
but then continued.

’

In closing

The ladies | have written about in my articles and the many
ladies that remain ‘unsung’ have been crucial in developing
women’s kendo. However, their contributions are more significant
when looking at kendo development as a whole; not just females but
also males, juniors and older practitioners benefit directly from their
involvement. This is achieved through joint training, working side-by-
side with their counterparts, in organisational capacities at events and
running dojo(s).

Cohesion through the utilisation of resources, experience and joint
effort is essential in ensuring positive progression. Therefore, women and
their role in this process cannot and must not be ignored or taken for
granted.

Bearing this in  mind, an underlying fact is that
historically women’s kendo appears to have been ignored, which is part
of the problem. Stemming one assumes from the ingrained belief that
kendo is naturally male-dominated and an example of the systemic
structural sexism in kendo. About 30% of Japans kendo population
is female, with only 7" dan at the top stands out like a glaring red light
and a problem that needs to be addressed.

This, as I'm sure you will agree, is not the usual male viewpoint, but
that’s as maybe for far too long the writing has been on the wall and
I'm feeling very much in a ‘Banksy’ kind of mood to splash some paint
about.
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The trophy of the Etsuko Cup.
It is a small vase that Etsuko
had won as a student while
at Hosei University. It was
presented to the Enighet
Kendo Malmé after her death
by her husband Kjell Lindberg.
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Letter from Etsuko to Malmo Kendo Club members, February 1976:

“Hill All Kendo-ka!!!

Thank you so much for your card. It is always so great to know that someone is
thinking about your birthday. You are very kind!

Over here, time flies and we need to leave within 3 weeks already. It is sad, but at
the same time, it is nice to return to Malmo, where we will keep working together
with you on Kendo and lai.

Don‘t be surprised! Malmé Kendo will be visited by several Japanese Kendo sensei
this semester. They will go to Europe for the WKC in London and travel around
Europe after the championships. Therefore, they would like to visit the Malmé club
and have informed me of their schedules.

. The 2nd week of April, OHSHIMA Kotaro sensei *, around 50 years old, 7th Dan.

. 23rd to 25thApril, KASAHARA Toshiaki sensei, around 55 years old, 7th Dan
Secretary general of the IKF.

. 25th April to ?, OZAWA Takashi sensei, around 75 years old, 9th Dan, SHIGAKI
Masahiro sensei, around 76 years old, 8th Dan, ANDO Kozo sensei *, around
36 years old, 7th Dan, OHSHIMA sensei (brother of Kotaro sensei) around 35
years old.

. Around mid-May, SUGO Satoru sensei, 49 years old, 7th Dan, will stay in Malmo
for about a month.

*They have been in Malmé before

Ohshima Kotaro sensei and Sugo sensei will be travelling privately and Kasahara
sensei part privately.

We will organise a small apartment for Sugo sensei and his wife, and for Kasahara
sensei, we will make the same arrangements as for Ohshima sensei.

I have asked the others to contact Hans as well about their trip. We can discuss these
visits when Kjell and I return.

I hope you are all well. See you soon.

Warmest regards,

Etsuko”

- translated by Ahlstam Micaela

(Hans Lundberg collection)
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“The administration of the occupation was carried out by the GHQ issuing
directives to the Japanese Government and the ministries and agencies
in charge or asking them to approve the implementation of measures. All
important measures, therefore, had to be agreed upon in advance with the
GHQ. The Ministry of Education, however, was unsuccessful. To demilitarise
Japan, the teaching of kendo in schools was banned. A notice from the Vice-
Minister of Education was issued on 6 November 1945. This was followed
by a second notice from the Director-General of the Sports Bureau on 26
December. Followed in January 1946 by the invalidation of teaching licenses.
As a result of this, schools were forced to dispose of kendo equipment as
weapons, and in some cases, the local military authorities were sent to burn
kendo equipment.” All Japan Kendo Federation, Fifty Year History, p11-12
As for kendo as a social sport, it is recorded that many attempts were
made to avoid the ban. As a result, in August 1946, the Director-General
of the Physical Education Bureau of the Ministry of Education issued the
following circular “On the Implementation of Social Physical Education” to
regional directors. “As kendo had been used (during the war) to learn how
to handle a sword effectively as a weapon. It is imperative that public and
private organisations actively stop encouraging and teaching kendo in its
traditional form and content so that we can rapidly eradicate all militaristic
influences from kendo”“However, kendo must be given the opportunity to
develop in the same way as other sports” Under these circumstances and
the interruption through the occupation in 1951", kendo federations were
formed in Tokyo and Osaka earlier in 1952. Leading to the establishment
of the All Japan Kendo Federation on 14 October the same year. All Japan
Kendo Federation Fifty-Year History p12 & 15
The Budokwai and Anglo-Japanese Judo Club were the two London based
UK organisations where kendo had started in early 1900.

The Japanese Community in Pre- War Britain, Itoh Keiko, Routledge 2001,
p187

The Oshu Kendo Renmei — A History of British and European Kendo (1885-
1974), Paul Budden, Bunkasha International 2017, p12

The Historical Development of Kendo in the United States, Richard J.
Schmidt, School of Health, Physical Education and Recreation University
of Nebraska Lincoln, Nebraska 68588 U. S. A., 1982 (Presented at the 14th
Annual Meeting of the Nippon Budo Gakkai, November 22 - 23, 1981,
Tsukuba University, Ibaraki, Japan)

Aikido Center of Los Angeles and the West Coast Fencing Archive.

Los Angeles Herald —Examiner. 12th January 1969

West Coast Fencing Archive, October 24, 2020 https://www.
westcoastfencingarchive.com/2015/10/12/the-walls-of-the-joseph-vince-
studio-los-angeles-ca/
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10.  Toshioka and Mori both went to Sugamo Junior High School and won the
All Japan Junior high school team tournament twice, recalls Takizawa Kenji
sensei who is a junior to both. When Mori sensei visited Japan, Takizawa
sensei, then a university student, would look after him, accompanying
him almost everywhere during his stay. Shikai Masashi, a student of Mori
sensei in America, recalled that Toshioka Nagito sensei came to Mori Torao’s
funeral together with Ogasawara Saburo sensei. They represented the All
Japan Kendo Federation since President Kimura Tokutaro, a former Supreme
Court Judge, could not attend. Shikai struck taiko at the funeral.A second
funeral was held in Japan at Yutenji, Meguro in Tokyo and Takizawa sensei
helped as one of the organising staff members.

11.  SCKF Newsletter, summer 1997 published by The Women’s Kendo
Association, a support group formed by the Southern California Kendo
Federation women

12.  Los Angeles Times September 4" to 5" 2014

13.  The Oshu Kendo Renmei — A History of British and European Kendo (1885-
1974), Budden, Bunkasha International 2017, p29-32

14.  Kendo Journey to Europe, Horie Etsuko, In Budo Hyéron 6th Magazine
No.2 Budo Hyoronsha, 1965, p36-38

15.  Abe Kenshiro (December 15, 1915-December 1, 1985) was a prominent
Japanese master of judo,aikido, and kendo. He had introduced aikido to the
United Kingdom in 1955.

16.  According to GAK-Enighet-Kendosektionen, written in 1982, confirms
Etsuko as 3" dan, although it was not until 1984, that Swedish grading
records officially started.

17.  www.kendohistoria.se

18. Gordon Warner (1913 — March 4, 2010) was an American kenshi who
became the highest-ranked westerner (at the time); 7-dan Kyoshi in kendo
and 6-dan in iaido, despite having lost his leg during WWII. A close friend
of Mori Torao who had convinced him to restart kendo after his amputation.
He became an important member and teacher in USA kendo. A decorated
Marine officer and an academic in educational administration; he was the
author of books on kendo, the culture of Japan, including the history of the
Ryukyu Islands. He was also a world-record-holding breaststroke swimmer.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordon_Warner

19.  Banksy is a pseudonymous England-based street artist, political activist,
and film director whose real name and identity remain unconfirmed and
the subject of speculation. Active since the 1990s, his satirical street art and
subversive epigrams combine dark humour with graffiti executed in a
distinctive stenciling technique. His political and social commentary works
have appeared on streets, walls, and bridges throughout the world. https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banksy
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Has practised and studied kendo for over 40 years. Kancho of Kodokan
Kendo Club; a kendo Kyoshi 7-dan and a British team member in 1987.
Organiser of the Kodokan International Kendo Seminar for 34 years.
Historical researcher, author and a recognised authority on European
Kendo history.
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Devil's Gloves and the One Cut - An introduction to Ono-ha Itto ryu kata.
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A Truly British Samurai - The exceptional Charles Boxer.

The Oshu Kendo Renmei - A History of British and European Kendo.

A Man of Many Parts- Portrait of an Inimitable Swordsman.

Paper Butterflies - Unravelling the Mystery of Tannaker Buhicrosan.
Coming soon: Japanese ‘Ways of Chivalry’- A display of Ancient Fighting
methods by the Budokwai in London - A study of the martial arts display
held in 1919.

Official Speaker at the EKC for the European Kendo Federation for over 20
years. Co-Organising Director at the 12th WKC in Glasgow 2003 for the
British Kendo Association. Former President and Technical Director of the
Maltese Kendo Federation.
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