Ohtaki Goro

1907-1990"

Ohtaki Goro kom fran en valbargad familj som handlade med ravaror med verksamheter i Kawasaki
och Tokyo. Han startade trana kendo vid 6 ars alder, som larare hade han Nakayama Hiromichi
(Hakudo), och han hade ocksa en koppling till aikidons grundare Morihei Ueshiba. Fore kriget ska han
ha arbetat hos Mitsubishi som utbildning for en post inom hans fars féretag Under kriget var han
placerad i Manchuriet men atervande innan krigsslutet.

1955 traffade han Ono Jussei, Ono ha Itto Ryu, och borjar ta privatlektioner i den skolan samt kendo
pa sin arbetsplats i Kawasaki. Férutom att vara fram en framgangsrik affarsman dgnade han sig
outtrottligt till att framja Budo.

Foto 1 — Robert von Sandor och Ohtaki Goro

1 Osakert om fodelsedret dr 1907 eller 1908, nir han dog var han 83 &r gammal, samma &r blir Emil Gustaf
Sahlin placerad i Tokyo.



N&gonstans i borjan av 1960-talet maste han att korsat vig med Robert von Sandor?. Kanske pa
rekommendation av Roald M Knutsen som uppmanat von Sandor att hitta en japansk larare. Enligt
Douglas Sandor var Ohtaki Goro en flitig gast i deras hem under manga ar.

Foto 2 - Vitklddd Ohtaki Goro i Nenriki Dojo, London, UK (Kdlla: Nenriki Dojo)

Paul Budden, som bidragit till huvuddelen av denna korta text samt portrattet, som traffade Ohtaki
Goro 1981 och var i kontakt med honom fram till 1989, beskriver honom som 'a man of mystery'. Det
basta rad han fick av honom var:

”Aldrig student, alltid elev......6dmjukhet ar odndligt.”

Nedtecknat av Hans Lundberg i september 2025.

2| Rickard Walls oavslutade historieprojekt pa mitten av 1980-talet finns en anteckning om att Robert pekat ut
Ohtaki Goro som sin forsta larare i kendo.



Ohtaki Goro

1907-1990°

Ohtaki Goro was born in a well-to-do family dealing in commodities with establishments in Kawasaki
and Tokyo. He started kendo at the age of 6, being taught by Nakayama Hiromichi (Hakudo), and had
an association with Aikido founder Morihei Ueshiba. Before the war he worked for Mitsubishi
preparing him for a position in his father’s company. During the war he was sent to Manchuria but
returned before the war ended.

In 1955 he met Ono Jussei, Ono ha Itto Ryu, and started taking private lessons in that school as well
as kendo at his place of work in Kawasaki. Apart from being a successful businessman he also worked
tirelessly in his own right promoting Budo.

Foto 3 - Robert von Sandor och Ohtaki Goro

31tis not clear if his birth was in 1907 or 1908, he died 83 years old. In the same year Emil Gustaf Sahlin was
assigned to his post in Tokyo.



Somewhere in the beginning of the 1960s he must have crossed paths with Robert von Sandor.*
Maybe as a result from a recommendation from Roald M Knutsen who had urged von Sandor to find
a Japanese teacher. Ohtaki Goro was according to Douglas Sandor a frequent visitor in their home for
many years.

Foto 4 - Ohtaki Goro, in white, 1966 in Nenriki Dojo, London, UK (Source: Nenriki Dojo 50th Anniversary)

According to Paul Budden, who has contributed to the main part of this text and the portrait, who
met Ohtaki Goro in 1981, and was in contact with him until 1989, describes him as 'a man of
mystery'. His favourite advice from him was:

" Never the teacher, always the student... Humility is endless."

Written by Hans Lundberg in december 2025.

4 n Rickard Walls unfinished history project in the middle of the 1980s there is a note pointing out Ohtaki Goro
as Robert’s first teacher in kendo



